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(57) Abstract: The present invention encompasses albumin fusion proteins. Nucleic acid molecules encoding the albumin fusion 
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proteins and methods of treating or preventing diseases, disorders or conditions related to diabetes mellitus using albumin fusion 
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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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2. f 1 Claim Nos 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. | | Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 

6.4(a).' 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
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1 . | j As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. I 1 As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 

payment of any additional fee. 

3. I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 

report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-21, drawn to fusion 
protein #1, SEQ ID NO: 70 

Remark on Protest j | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

1 I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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BOX H. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are net so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13. 1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must 
be paid. 

Groups 1-161, claim(s) 1-21, drawn to albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to NO: 161, respectively, from Table 2. 

Group 162-322, claim(s) 22, drawn to method of treating disease via administration of albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to NO: 161, 
respectively, from Table 2. 

Group 323-483, claim(s) 23, drawn to method of treating metabolic disorders via administration of albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to 
NO: 161, respectively, from Table 2. 

Group 484-644, claim(s) 24-33 and 35, drawn to method of treating diabetes via administration of albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to 
NO: 161, respectively, from Table 2. 
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Group 645-805, claim(s) 34 and 36, drawn to method of treating obesity via administration of albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to NO: 
161 , respectively, from Table 2. 

Group 806-966, claim(s) 37, drawn to method of extending the shelf life of albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to NO: 161, respectively, 
from Table 2. 

Group 967-1127, claim(s) 38-40, drawn to nucleic acid encoding albumen fusion proteins NO: 1 to NO: 161, respectively, from 
Table 2. 



The inventions listed as Groups 1-1 127 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13. 1 because, under PCT 
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the albumen fusion proteins NO:l 
differs in structure and function from albumen fusion proteins NO: 2-NO: 161 because the attached therapeutic protein is different for 
each fusion protein as set forth in Table 2.Further, the fusion proteins comprising an arninn acid from therapeutic protein X and an 
amino acid from albumen reads on any peptide sequence and therefore the claimed fusion protein is not novel and does not represent a 
special technical feature. See, for example, Habermann et al. (US Patent 5,496,924) who teach fusion proteins comprising an Asp-Pro 
linker, wherein Asp and Pro are considered to be fragments of therapeutic protein X and albumen. Therefore, the groups do not relate 
to a single general inventive concept. 
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